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METEOROLOGICAL OFFICE-THE OBSERVER’S HANDBOOK, LONDON, 1934 
[Review] 

This book illustrates what can be done in the way of 
compactness without sacrifice of necessary detail. It is 
the latest addition to a distinguished series; the earlier 
volumes were called “ Instructions for Meteorological 
Observers. ” 

The book is divided into three main sections: Part I 
contains instructions for making routine observations a t  
the normal climatological stations, in addition to notes 
on the care and exposure of instruments; part I1 deals 
with the automatic registering instruments that are not 
included ordinarily in the usual station equipment; 
while part I11 consists of tables for the reduction of 
barometric data. An appendix contains cloud photo- 
graphs. 

The plan of the volume is excellent; it combines in- 
structions for the care, operation, and exposure of the 
various instruments with details of the proper methods 
of taking observations; and, in addition, includes many 
interesting items of information as to the “why” of 
certain procedures. The system of designating and 
classifying stations differs from that of the United States 
Weather Bureau; but the Handbook is a useful reference 
manual for anyone. 

The cumulonim- 
bus is particularly fine; the anvil cloud is an impressive 
sight, as good photographs of such a distinctive type are 
rare. The altostratus illustration is a fine representa- 
tion of a type difficult to portray aecurate1y.-W. A. 
Matt be .  

The cloud illustrations are excellent. 
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SOLAR OBSERVATIONS 
SOLAR RADIATION MEASUREMENTS DURING 

JANUARY 1935 

By IRVINQ F. HAND, Assistant in Solar Radiation Investigations 

Measurements of the intensity of direct solar radiation 
at normal incidence are now made at  Wdshington, D. C., 
Madison, Wis., and Lincoln, Nebr., by this Bureau; and 
by Harvard University, at  Blue Hill, Mass. Summaries 
of all these observations are published regularly in the 
REVIEW. 

A t  Washington the readings are made with a Marvin 
pyrheliometer for the most art, and with thermopiles 
and a Smithsonian silver-dis r: pyrheliometer for special 

purposes; all instruments are located on the campus of 
the American University, about 3 miles northwest of the 
central office of the Weather Bureau, 5% miles northwest 
of the United States Capitol and 134 miles northwest of 
the Naval Observatory. 

suburban development has gradually increased pollution 
of the atmosphere by smoke. 

A t  Madison the pyrheliometric equipment is located in 
North Hall, University of Wisconsin, on a bluff a short 
distance from the south shore of Lake Mendota. Most 
of the manufacturing establishments are in the eastern 
part of the city, but some contamination results from the 

There are no manufacturin 
plants within 3 miles of the university, but increase % 


